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Objective:  To assess tree impacts by the recent construction of retaining walls in the backyard of 
residential property.  
 
Summary:  This home is located on a sloped hillside in a residential community with a forested character. 
The backyard is steeply sloped and at the time of my visit was mostly covered in erosion control plastic 
sheeting.  My observations from my site visit on 5/11/18 are that there are two trees over 10-inch dbh 
within the zone of construction impacts.  Neither are considered Exceptional Trees per MICC 19-10.  
 
One of these trees (12” Cedar) has been topped and is considered a removed tree per MICC 19.10.020. 
Per MICC 19.10.070, loss of this tree shall be mitigated for on site.  The other tree (22” Douglas Fir) has 
no visible damage to tree roots, trunk, branches or crown, however, debris/fill material was observed over 
roots of tree, which if not removed in a timely manner, will potentially cause health decline.  
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Tree Numbers, Location and Comments: 

 
 

Tree # Botanical Name Common Name DBH Size 
(Inches) 

Dripline 
radius 
(Feet) 

Condition Comments 

1 
Pseudotsuga 
menziesii Douglas Fir 22" ~15' Good 

No visible damage to tree, 
debris/fill placed over tree 
roots 

2 Thuja plicata 
Western Red 
Cedar 12" ~12' Poor 

Topped tree, debris/fill 
placed over tree roots 

3 Prunus serrulata 
Japanese 
Flowering Cherry 14" ~12' Good 

Some foot traffic over roots, 
growing very close to fence 

4 Prunus serrulata 
Japanese 
Flowering Cherry 12" ~12' Good 

Some foot traffic over roots, 
growing very close to fence 

5 Prunus serrulata 
Japanese 
Flowering Cherry 12" ~12' Good 

Some foot traffic over roots, 
growing very close to fence 

 



 

Arborist Recommendations: 
To avoid further construction impacts, I recommend removing debris/fill material placed over tree roots as 
well as placing barrier fencing beyond the tree’s protected root zone as described here: 

 
In addition, since the backyard is on a steep slope, approximately 2:1, I recommend restoring with a 
native and site appropriate plant palette that will provide slope stabilization and aesthetic appeal for the 
homeowner.  Impacts to existing site trees will be mitigated per MICC 19.10.070.  Tree replacement ratios 
are as follows: 
 
Diameter of Removed Trees Number of Trees Removed Number of Replacement Trees 

Less than 10-inches 4 4 

10-inches up to 24-inches 1 2 

More than 36-inches and any 
exceptional trees 0 0 

Total: 6 
 
 
 
 



 

Site Photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

South side of house (side yard/backyard access) looking at trees #3, #4 and #5, Prunus sp. 
 
 



 

 
Photo of tree #2, Western Red Cedar, with fill material placed over root zone. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo taken on north side of backyard looking south toward small and large trees along edge of property 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo of crown damage and topping central leader of Western Red Cedar 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning this report. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chanté Floreani 

 
 
 

ISA Certified Arborist #PN-8534A 


